that the stomach has but small powers of absorption for many substances. Probably in man, as in some other animals, little, if any, water taken by the mouth passes through the lymphatics of the stomach. Meltzer17 shows that when the pylorus and cardiac orifices are occluded no poisoning by strychnine takes place, even if large dose3 are given, but prussic acid is absorbed directly. Thus, in rabbits at least, absorption of strychnine takes place in the small intestine and not in the stomach. The same writer also investigated the manner of absorption from the peritoneal cavity. Of late it has been thought that this takes place through the blood-vessels, but he shows that small quantities at least are taken away by the lymphatics, and even large amounts often disappear through the same channels, but this varies with the individual.
Even after death absorption takes place through the lymphatics.
The motor power of the stomach is undoubtedly the most important, but Meltzer finds that its contraction is chiefly carri ed out at the pyloric end, while 
